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MINISTRY OF LAW ANDJUSTICE
(Legislative Department)

New Delli, the b Sanuary, 2000/ ausa 19, 1930 (Saks)

The following Act of Parliament received the assent of the President on the
Tth January, 2009, and is hereby published for peneral infecmation; —

THE COLLECTION OF STATISTICS ACT, 2008

No. 7 or 2009
[ Seaneey, 2009,
AnAectto facilitate thu collection of statistics on economic, demographic, social,
scientific and environmentat aspects, and for matters conmected therewith
or incidental thereto,

BE it enacted by I"dﬂlﬂ.mtn[ it the Fiftv-ninth Year of the Republic of India as
follows—

CHAPTERT

i PRELIMINATRY
1. {1} This Act may be called the Collection of Statistics Act, 2008, S0 title,
{27 It extends to the whole of India except the State of Jammu and Kashmir, ft;—;uﬂd

" L = mant
{3} It shall come inte force on such date as the Central Government may, by

notification in the Official Gazens, sppoint.
2. In this Act, unless the conrext otherwise requines,— Lelininans
(&) “agency™ includes a person of persons engaged by the appropriate
Government, directly or by outseurcing, for callection of statistics;
{5) "appropriste Government” means—
(1} any Ministry or Depariment in the Central Government; or
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(i} any Ministry or Departmont in a State Governmiznt or Unian territery
Adminisrration; o

{iif) any local government thal 1 10 say, Panciuyzis o Mumcipalitzes, as
the case may be,

in relation to the collection of statistics under a direction issued by it under saction 1

(¢) “informant” means any person, who supplies or is required 1o supply
statistical information and includes n awner or occupler or person in-charge or his
authorised representative in respect of persons or a firm registered under the Tndian
Partmership Act, 1932 or a co-aperative soclety registered under any Co-operative 9 af 1912
Secieties Act or a company registered under the Companies Act, 1956 or a soclety | af (086
registeced under the Societies Registration Act, 1860 or any association cacognised 21 ol [
of registered under any law for the time being in force;

(o) “infiermation schedule” means any boak, document, form, card, tape, disc or
any storage media on which information required is entered or recarded or is required
fo be entered or recorded for statistical purposes under this Act:

{¢) “prescribed™ mezns preseribed by rules made under this Act,

(/) “sampling” means a statistical procedure by which information relating to a
particular field of inquiry is derived by applying statistical technigues to infornuaticn
obuined in respect of a proportion of the 1otal cumber of persons or units concerncd
relevant to the field of inquiry;

() “statistical survey™ means a census or a survey, whereby information is
collected from all the informants in the field of inquiry or from a sample thereof, by an
appropriste Government under this Act or any other relevant Act, wholly or primanily
for the purpases of processing and summarising by appropriate statistical procedures;

(#) "statistics” means statistics derived by collecting, classifying and using
stamistics, specially in or for large quantities or numbers by appropriate Govermmnent
from stagistical surveys, administeative and registration records, and other forms and
papers, the statistical analysis of which are, whether in a published or unpublished
form, .

(7} "siatistics officer™ means any officer appointed under section 4 for the purposes
of any direction issued under section 3 of this Act.

CHAPTERN
COLLECTON OF STATISTICS
Collzction of 3. The appropriate Government may, by notification in the Offivial Gazette, direct that
Hiadistecs the statistics on economic, demographic, social, scientific and environmentzl aspects shall

be collected through a statistical survey ar otherwise, and thereupon the pravisions of this
At shall apply in relation to those statistics:

Provided that—

{a) nothing contained in this sectivn shall be deemed to authorise a State
Governmert or Union territory Administration or any local government 1o issue any
direction with respect to the collection of statistics relating to any matter falling under
any of the entries specified in List | (Union List) in the Seventh Schedule o the
Constitution; or

(&) where the Central Government has issued any direction under this section
for the collection of statistics relating to any matter, no Siate Government or Union
territory Adminisiration or any local government shall, except with the previcus approval
of the Central Governmient, issue any similar direction for so long as the collection of
such satistics by the Central Government remain to be completed; or
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(¢} where a State Governiemt o Uaion serritory Admimustration or any local
government has issued u direction under this section for the collection of statistics
relating to any matter, the Central Government shall net issue any similar direction for
50 long as the collection of such statistics by the State Government remain (o be
compleiad, except in cases where sach statistics have to be coliectad with referance to
two or more States or Union termisosies.

4. (/) The appropriate Government may appoint or cause 19 2ppaint an officer to be
g:c statistics officer for any geographical unit for the purpose of collecting any satistics
irected by L

{) The apprepriste Government may appoint any agency of persans working in such
agencies to take, or aid in, or supervise the collecticn of the satistics within any specified
geographical uni and such agenties or persoss, when so-sppointed, shall be boond o
s=rve accordingly.

(7) The appropriate Government may employ on conTact basis azy agency or company
ar organisation or association or pecson, an such terms and conditions and o such safeguards
as may be prescribed, for the purpose of collecting the staristics directed by it

(#) The appropriate Govemment may delegate to any statistizs officer. as jt thinks fit
the power of appomting agencics or persons working in such spencies of employing oo
contract basis any agensy or company of organisation or asociaticn of perions, confermed
mﬂhﬂmlﬂﬂ{ﬂ%hwmhihﬂﬂm
oficer is appointed.

(§) The appropriate Government may, by arder specify the form, the particulars required
or the interval within which, and the statistics officer to whorn, the statistical information by
the informants shall be furnished.

{6) The 2ppropriate Governoent may, by order published in the Ofscial Gazene, delegase
to any statistics officer, as it thinks fit, any power conferred under sub-section (5} for the
purpose of the collection of staristics under & direction issued by i under section 3.

5. The statistics officer may, for the purpose of collection of stazistics an uny specifiad
subject in any geegraphical unit for which the said officer was appointed—

(4) serve or cause to be served on any informant a netice in writlng asking him
ta furnish the information specified under sub-section (J) of section 4 or cause a
information schedule to be given 10 any informan: for the purpose of its being filied
up; or

{5) cause all questions relating to the subject to be asked from any informant;
or

{c) seek information through tele fax or telephone or =-mail or in zry other
electronic mode or m a combination of different modes for different sets of mformation
50 specified
6. The informants who are asked to furnish any mformation ander the provisions of
this Act shall be bound to fisrnish the informaton so asked in the preseribed mamer (o the
hest of knowledge or belief, and in cases whers only a portion ol & particular ¢lass or group
of persons or units is asked 10 fismish information because of any sampling procedure, it
shull not be a defence in fuilure on the part of any informant o furnish that information, if so
asked.

7. Every agency shall render such help and assistance and fumish such information
1o the siatistics officer or a person or an agency suthorised by him in writing, as he may
require for the discharge of his functions, and shall make available for inspection and
exmmination of such records, plans.and other documents, as may be necessary.
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B. The stanstics officer or any person authorised by bim in stitiog in this hehalf shall,
for the purposes of collection of any statistics under this Act, have access fo any relevail
recird or docuement in the possession of any informant requived to tarnist any informeton
under this Act, and may enter at any feasonable time any premises whers he believes such
record or document is kept and may inspect or take copies of relevan: records or documents
or ask amy guestion necessary for obmining any information required to be furnished under
this Act.

CHAPTER LI

DMECLoSUIE OF INFORMATION 1M CERTAIN CASES
AND RESTRICTIONS OF THELR. USE

8. {0 Any information furnished to the statistics officer or to any person or agencies
autherised under this Act shall oniy be used for statistical purposes.

12} Mo person other than a persen engaged in the work of collection of statstizs under
this Act or preparation of statistics resuliant to such collection shall be permitied w see any
information schedule or any answer te a question asked, except for the purposes
of a prosecution under this Act.

{3} Mo information contained in any information schedule and no answer o any
question asked shatl, except for the parposes of a prosecution under this Act, be separately
published, or disclosed without suppressing the identification.of informants to anv agency,

4y All statistical information published by any agency shall be arranged in such a
Marner s s 1o prevent any pacticulars becoming identifizble by any persan {other than the
informant by whom those particulars were supplied) as the particulars relating tw the informant
who supplicd it, even through the process of elimination, unless—

[} that informant has consented to their publication in that manner; or

(&) their publication in that manner could not reasonably have been foreseen by
the cancerned agency or any employes thereof

{¥) For the purposes of sub-section (4), the Central Government may make such rules
or make such arrangement, as it may consider necessary.

10, Notwithstanding the provisions contained in section 9 of this Act, the appropriate
Crovernment miay diselose the fallowing information, namely:—

{z) information supplied by informant inrespect of which disclosere s consented
to in writing by the informant or by any person authorised by the said informant;

{B) information otherwise available to the public under any Act or as a public
document;

(2} information in the form of an index or list of the names and addresses af
informants together with the classificazion, ifany, allotted to them and the number of
persans engaged. ;

11, { 1) Metwithstanding the provisions contained in section 9 of this Act, the appropriate
Government may disclose individual returns or formats or information schedules to other
agency or person or institutions or universities salely for boma fide research or statistical
purpases pursuant to their functions and duties.

{2) Mo individual return or information schedule shall be disclosed pursiant to this
saction unless —

fex) the pame and sddress of the informant by whom the schedele or related
information was supplied is deleted,
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(8) every agency or person or mstitions or Universities involved in the
research or statistical project makes a declaation m use the scoedules diwiossd v
them only for bona fide research or statistisal parposes: and

{c) the appropriate Government, making such disclosure is satisfied that
the security of the schedules and any information contained therein thall not be
tmpaired.

(7) The pablished results of any research or statistical project shall not divulze any
mare information than what the agency suthorised for collection of statistics could putlish
urder this Act

(#) Every agency or person or institutions or universities to whom any Individual
return or imformation schedule is disclosed under this section shall comply with directions
given by the agency authorised for collection ol statistics making the disclosure relating
to the schedules and any information contained therein.

" 12, Nowithstanding anvthing contained in section 9 of this Ast, the appropriale
Government may release such documents relating 1o mformation schedules, which i i
opinion have attained historical importance.

13. The statistics officer or any person or agency anthorised for coilection of safistics
shail, while copying or recording any sttistical information collected pursuant 1o this Act
from individual rewurns, information schedules, worksheets or any other confidential source
by means of cards, tapes, discs, film or any other method, whether using encoded or plain
langunge symbols for processing, siorage or reproduction of particulars, take and cause 10
take such steps s arc necessary to ensure that the security provisions of this Act are
complied with.

I4. Save 2 otherwise provided under this Act—

{a) no information obtained pursuant to this Act and no cogy of the information
in the possession of any informant shall be disclosed or used as evidence in any
proceedings whatsoever, and

{b) no person who has access to any information because of his official
position in the collection of any statistics shall be' compelled in any procesdings
whatsacver to give oral testimony regarding the information or to produce any schedule,
dacumens, or record with respect 1o any information oblsized in the course of

except in the manner provided under this Act.
CHAPTER IV
OFFENCES AND PENALTIES

15. (1) Whoever, fails 1o produce any bocks of accounts, vouchers, documents or
other business records or whoever aeglects of redises to fill in and supply the particulans
required in any information schedule or retum given or seal 1o him or whoever neglects or
refuses to answer any question of inguiry zddressed to him as ey be required under or ot
the purpases of any pravision of this Act and the rules made thereunder. shall be punishable
with a fins which may sxtend o one thousand rupees or, in the case of 2 company, with a fine
which may extend to five thousand rupees.

(2) The conviction of a persan or compuny for an offence shall not relleve himor it of
the obligations under sub-section ( /) and if after the expiry of fourteen days from the date of
conviction, he or it still fails 1o give the roquired particulars or continues to neglect o refuses
1o fill in and supply the particulars or to answer the question or inquicy, then he or it shall be
punishable with a further fine which mary extend 1o one thousand rupess of, in the casz of 2
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company, with a fine which may extend o five thousand rupees, for each day after the first
during which the failure continues.

16, Wheever, wilfully makes any false or misleading statement or material omission in
any informaiion schedule ar return filled in or supplizd, or in answer to any question asked
to him under this Act or the rules made thereunder, shall be punishable with simple
imprisonment for 2 term which may extend to six months or with a fine which may exiend to
one thousand rupees or, in the case of a company, with a fine which may extend to five
thousand rupees or with both,

17. Whoever, destroys, defaces, removes, or mutifates any information schedule, form,
or othet decument containing particulass collected under this Act or requesting any such
particulars, shall be punishable with simple imprisanment for a term which may extend to six
months or with a fine which may extend to two thousand repees or. in the case of d company
with a fine which may extend to ten thousand repees or with both, -

18. Whoever, intecferes with. hinders, or obstructs any empioyee in the exercise of
any power ar duty conferred by this Act, shall be punishable with simple imprisonment for a
terin which may extend to six months or with a fine which may extend to two thousand rupees
or, in the case of a company with a fine which may extend to ten thousand rupees or with
bath. :

19. Whoever—

{a) acts im contravention of or fails to comply with any provisicn of thisAct o
any requirement mmposed under this Act; or

(B) wilfully deceives or attempts to deceive any statistics officer or any agency
orany employee thereof, '

shall be punishable with simple imprisonmem for o teem which may extend to six months or
with a fine which may extend to twa thousand rupees or, in the case of a company, with a fine
which may extend to ten thousand rupees or with both,

20, If amy person employed in the exccution of any duty or functions under this
Agl,—

() omits without lawful excuse to carry out his duty, or knowingly makes any
false declaration, statement or retum; or

{b) pretends performance of his duties or obtains or seeks to ablain information
which he is not authorised 1o abtain; or

{c) failsto keep inviolate the secrecy ofthe information gathered or entered in
the information schedules collected pursuant 1o this Act and, except as permitied
under this Act, divulges the contents of any schedule filled in or any infarmation
fumished by any informant under this Act,

shall be punishable with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to six months cr
with a fine which may extend te two thousand rupees or, in the case of a company, with a fine
which may extend to ten thousand rupees or with both,

21. Whoever, not being authorised to colleer statistics under the provisions of this
Agt, by words, conduct or demeanar pretends that he i3 authorised to do so, shall be
punishable with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to six months or witha fine
which may extend to two thousand rupees or, in the case of acompany, with a fine which may
extend 1o ten thousand rupees or with both,

21. Whoever, commits an offence under this Act for which no peralty is prescribed
elsewhere than in this section, shall be punishable with simple imprisonment for a term which
may extend o six months or with a fine which may extend to two thousand rupees or, in the
case of a company, with a fine which may extend 10 ten thousand rupees or with both.
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23. (J) Where an offence under tis Act has been committed by a company, every
person who at the time the offence was committed was in charge of, and was responsibie .,
e company for the conduct of the business of the company, as well as the company, shall
be deemed to be guilty of the offence and shail be liable to be proceedsd against and
punished accordingly:
~ Provided that nothing contained in this sub-section shall render any such person
lizble 10 any punishment provided in this Act, if he proves that the offencs was committad
withoul his knowledge or that he had exercised all due diligence to prevent the commission
of such offence.

{2} Motwithstanditg anything contained in sub-section (1), where an offence under
this Act has been committed by a company and it is proved that the oFfence has been
committed with the consent or connivance of, or is attributablz ta, any neglact on the part
of any director, manager, secretary or other officer of the company, such director, manager,
secretary or other officer ghall also be deered to be guilty of the offence and shell be
ligble 10 be proceedsd against and punished accordingly.

Explanation.——For the purpose of this section—

{2} “company” means any body corporare and includes a firm ar ather
association of individuals; and :
(&) “Director”, in relation to a firm, means a panner in the firm.

24. No court shall take cognizance of any offence under this Act except on a
complaint made by the apprapriate Government or an officer authorised in this behalf by
such appropriate Government or, as the case may e, the statistics cfficer, and no count
inferior to that of a Metrepolitan Magistrate or a Judicial Magistrate of the first class
shall try any offence punishable under this Act.

15. No prosecution for an offence committed by any informant shall be instituted
except by or with the sanction of the statistics officer, and no prosecution for an offence
commitied by persons other than informants shall be instituted except by or with the consent
of the appropriate Government.

16. Nomwithstanding anything contained in the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973,
all offences under this Act shall be tried in 2 summary way by a Judicial Magistrate of the
first class or by a Metropolitan Magistrate and the provisions of sections 262 to 263 (both
inclusive) of the said Cade shall, as far as may be, apply to suck trial:

Provided that when in the course of, a summary trial under this section it appears to
the Magistrate that the nature of the case is such that it is, for any reason, undesirable to try
the case summarily, the Magistrate shall after hearing the parties, record an order to that

effect and thereafter recall any witness who may have been examined and procesd to hear
or rehzar the case in the manner peovided by the said Code,

CHAPTER Y
POWER IN RESFECT OF CORE STATISTICS
27. Without prejudice to the provisions contained in this Act, the Central Government
may, by notification in the Official Gazenie, declare from time to time any subject for the
collection of statistics of national impertance as ‘core statistics” and make such
arrangsment, as it may consider necessary, for regulating the collection and dissemination
of statistics on the subject so declared.

CHAPTER VI

MisCELLANEQUS
28. The Central Government may give dirsctions to any State Government or Unicn
territory Administration or to any local government that is to say Panchayats or
Municipalities, as to the carrving into exscution of this Act in the State or Union territary

or Panchavats or Municipalities, as the case may be.
29. Any statistics officer and any person authorised for the collection of statistics

or preparation of official statlstics under the provisions of this Act shall be deemed o be
a pubiic servant within the meaning of section 21 of the Indian Penal Cade, 1850.
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30. No civil court shall have jurisdictian o enfertain any suit ot proceeding in respect

of any marter which the appropriste Government or the statistics officer ar the agency it
empowered by or under this Act to desermine, and ne injunction shall be granied by any
court of other authority in respect of amy action raken or to be taken in pursuance of anv
power conferred by or under this Act.

31. Mo suit or other legal proceedings shall lie againg the appropriate Gevernment

or agency or any statistics afficer or other officers or employees in respest of anything
which is in good faith done or intended to be done in pursuance of this Act or the rules or
directions issued thereunder,

32. The provisions of this Act shall have effect notwithstanding anything inconsistent

therewith contained in any other law for the time being in force except in relation to the
conduct of human population census as per the directions, if any, issued under the Census
Act, 148

33. (1) The Central Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette. make

rules for carrying out the provisions of this Act.

{2) In particular, and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing power, L

Central Governmenl may make rules under this section for all or any of the following
matters, namely;—-

{a) principles for coordinating as effectively as possible to achieve the
objectives of section 3 including nomination and registration of statistics officers
by the Central Government and also to avoid unnecessary duplication in the collection
of statistics; :

(&) the rerms, conditions and safsyuards under which any person or agency or
company 07 organisation or association may be engaged by the appropriate
Government for the purpose of collection of stalistics under sub-section (J) of
section 4;

() principles for preseribing the form and manner in which the information
may be required to be furnished;

{cf) principles for prescribing the manner in which the right of access to
dacuments and the right of entry conferred by section 8 may be exercised; and

{€) any other matter which is ta be or may be prescribed onder this Act.
(3} Every rule made by the Central Government under this Act shali e laid, as soon

s may be afier il is made, before each House of Parliament, while it is in session, for a
total period of thirty days which may be comprised in cne session or in two or more
successive sessions, and if, before the expiry of the session immediatsly following the
session or the successive sessions aforesaid, bath Houses agree in matking any modification
in the rule or both Houses agree that the mule should not be made, the rule shall thereafier
have effect anly in such modified form or ba of no elfect, 4s the case may be; sa, however,
that any such modification ar annulment shall be without prejudice to the validity of anything
previcusly done under that rule,

34. () The Collection of Statistics Act, 1953 is hereby repealed.
{2} Notwithstanding such repeal, anvihing done or any action taken under the said

Act shall be deemed to have been done or 1aken under the comrespondice provisions of
this Act.

(3 All rules made under the said Act shall continue 1o be n force and opecate till

new rules are made under this Act,
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