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M:JNJSTRYOFLAWANDJUSTICE 
(Legislath·ellepartment) 

New Delhi, the 9thJamVJry, 2009/l'ausa 19, 1930 (Sal:c,i 

The following Act of Parliament received the assent of tht: Pc<:sident on the 
7th January, 2009, and is hereby published for e.eneral information:­

THE COLLECTION OF S1:<\nSTICSACT, 2008 

No. 7 Or2009 
(7th January. 2009.] 

An Act to facilitate the collection of statistics on economic, demographic, social, 
scientific and environmental aspects, and for matters connected thercv,ith 
or incidental thereto. 

lle it enacted by Parliament in the Flfiy-nimh Year of the Republic of India as 
follows:-

CHAPTEll f 

PR£UM!NARY 

I. (/) This Act may be called tltc Collection of Statistics Act,.2008. Sl,;~ .-: ;i!IC, 
:x.t:!lt and 

(2) It ¢<tends 10 the \\1lule oflndia except the State of Jammu am! Kashtnir. .:';)IT.Il\C I'lC <:· 

ffl( IU 
(J} It shall come into force on suet\ date as the Central Government may! by 

notification in the Official Gazette, appoint. 
2 . ln this Act, unless the comext otherwise requires, ­

(a) ''agency" includes a person or persons engaged by the approprii1tt: 
Governmcn[> direct I}' or by otiiSOl:rcin.g, for collc::ction or statistics; 

(b) "appropriete Government" means­

( f) -any Ministry .or Department in the Cemral Government; ot 



. THE G.\.ZETn: Or L'iDlo\ EX'TR,\0]{01'\~Y• 

(fl} any \1in~.:.-uycrDepartment"' a. ~:..uc <ic\i.~m;·n:rt or L·r. foJ!'t errm.ry 
\Jt:'01ni.s~z.uon. or 

{iu) any loc.tl g<;..,crrur.cr.t L~t LS 10 s.ay, P3:h..l..i)'~:S or M\Mmc;pa.n:c:t, 1 ) 

the ca)e mJ) be. 

;;c retatiur to the coJ!eaicn vfst.ltJSCI.;s unJer a directL(.oft il "'.e.d b~· 11 un<!ersect· ... : 

(c) ..inionnant' means any pmon, .,~;o supplic1 or is required to supply 
SIJ,tistieal informatiol'• and includes a owner ur occupfer or person m-charge or his 
aurhorhcd representative in respect of persons ora firm rcgisttrcd under':he 1ndian 
Pa.rtner:;hip ACt. 1932 or aCOooOperJUve liOCICf)' reantcred under any Co-{lpcranve 9 l1 1'f'2 

SO<ieties Act or a ccmplllly regi;tered under the Componics Act. 1956 or a soolety I (,,. ( I) ~{,. 

registercl.l unde-r tho ~ocietics KegistutionAct, 1360 ur any ~socinli\lu re.;ogn•sed .': ! M J:~•l 

or regu:er<d underany law for the tim<: bctng in fcr<e 

(J) "informat1onschedule.. means an~ boof., document, form, c~:d. tape, dtsc or 
.tny\ t\X"Jgc mediaonwhich information re~uired is enteredor recorded or is cc-quu·eJ .. 
to be <nter<d or retO<Jed f~r st~11>1!cal P•'l" "' und<r tht< .'\cr: 

f~) ..pres:ribed'. me::ns prc;t(ribtd b) n 1 t;S made Ulldc~ rhis ,\c;:, 

(f) ··sampling.. means a stall,llcal procedJrc by ...hich infonn• tion relaur.g ~~ • 
partic·;bt fiel~ of Jn4u11y i~ dcnved by appl~•r.t~ ltat~ti<altcchniques to infomu~<n 
obamtd m re>pec: of a propotlior. oflbc total numoer of pmorn or uni<S concerned 
rele>ilnt to the field of inquiry. 

(g) "!lmistical survey·• tneOJu a e.:nsus or a s•-rvt) "hereby 1nlo""at'cn " 
col:ccted fr<>"' all the informants in the f1<ld of mquiryor from a !klmplerh<reof. by an 
appropnato Govemmcnt undrr thiSActorJny other relevant Act, whoiJy orprimmtly 
thr the purposes ofprocc.ssing nnd 'iummarillini by Rppropriutcstatistical procedures; 

(h) "st.atisrics" means stali>l«l derhe<l by collecllng, cla$Sifymg and us.ng 
mstics. specially in or forJarge quant1t1e, or numbers by appropria:e Gover:uncm 
from statistical surveys. adminislrative and registration re(ord-s, and other form.:; and 
papers. the Sll!Lstical anJiysis of "hich otc, whcl!l~r '" J published or un;lUbll$h<d 
rurm; 

(t) "sllltlsticsoffoc<t'· meat~:~ anyoftic<rappoU1Ced undct section 4 (or the purp<>«s 
of a.•ydi•ccrioo issued ru:der sccuon 3of IIH> Act. 

OiAPTERP 

Cowc.T.or.~ <":" s1"nsncs 

CulleCIIO!I. or J.The appropriJ.te Oovc:mmcnt ml)'. by noufat.an in the Offi~i.aJ GaLettc. direct ttu! 
m1attcs tht stausucs on economic. demographic, social, $C:Icfl1ifie and cnviror.mental .lSpects shall 

be collected duough a m ustical survey or otherwise, nnd the~eut>on the prdvis:ons ofll"' 
A: l >hall apply in relation to 11\ose sUlti•lics: 

Provided L~at-

(a) nothing co•uained in thf1 section :Jhall be d~.:emed to authorise a Stole 
GovernmentorUnion territol) Administrationor any Ia<: iLI go~o·ernm\!nl to i.iSUC .lr.y 
direction wnh respect to thecol1C\:tion of:sta:1St1C1 reiJ:il~ 10 any rear.er fallbg unJer 
an>·o( the eorrits >pecifoed in Ust I(Un1on List) in the Seventh Schedule to rhc 
Corutirution; or 

(b) \\o!-.e:-e t.oc: Cc:ntral Go\'~rT:m<!lt has is-. -.~ed an~· direction u.'\Jer lhis secti'H'l 
(lit the collc.;tion of >Uiistics rclahni to any m•ner, no Slllle Govcmmcnt or Union 
territoryAdminislratioo or any localso>-cmmcmshal~ except Wllh theprevious appro-.•1 
ofthe Ccnlt31 Go,·cmment, issue any sunilar dirc.tion for so long as the eolleot>o> of 
s•ch statiJIICS by 1M Central Go, em.'llent ren"''" 10 be compleu:d, or 



~I ' 

(CJ ~t:f:n: :~ Swc ...,1,vtmmcr.~ l'T lrnvn :t_rr t~n. '11T'..J>Ul'!"1:; ., or .1r « 1 


~o..,·cmmt:nt has l<r~ucd .1 Jir<~ti,m llfl..;~.r dHl Sccr~o.1n ivr flu: ~(1t'"'l I" of ;ult ;t;.:. 


rel,11ing to .1ny maut::r, t.t.e Ccr.tr:d en,,._.cmmen~ s!la1l1\N i!OMit M\ ·s1mil.~r drrt:t1on ~o, 


so lung as the colle.:ti\.lr vf s<J..II \f •us.titt bJ the Su:e (j,1,.e.rr.l'r'~~1 r.:nuin co b.: 

mcp:!!!'\J t\:cp: :.n UK,~ba -.~ Jt!t,,.t(J "J,;i\.C ~be~.;:: i~l:.! ., . IC-ft:r:::.iCt k) 


('<'OOt :t:Ort SaltsQf l.'AtQO;(Ia~ofiO. 


• . (I) The lrJ'IOFr::<!< vo•crruren: 1114) B?polll: Of <3:!.~ 1.> a;:po:ntiTI•>ff.<et to be P.,.f'Tt ('r 

d:~ 'it.Jtisrics officer (Of any s:ograptL.:.al un:r i:."'f" I he purpose of :;lle._;tin~; .any 't.iltSt'l,. :t;"' t' 
W• r ,,;~,dtrccted by tL 
tQ npptuo: 
SUiillh:.i(1) Tl:e appr~priatc Go-.m:neot ma} 3ppo•ntanyas<n<Y or~..,.,., Mrkiog in "eh 
:::m.:e1 t:tagcnetes ID take,.,.. a:d an, or supervi« the eolleot,en of the Slat..ri;:s w:thin any sp«::5ed 

~t.)Jt&;!tial ~u a::.d su...12 ..~~c: ..., p::sc::J "'"e-a so~~ •"u .x ho.. , 
s,et\e accr:rJ:mgJv. 

(J. •hclt'f"'P""cC'<l\cm!!:e!ll m.s~ <"'ploy ncc=.:t . osaoy 4""'-') orc:or IJl""} 
(jf organisatkm or.as,ociation or person. 0:1 such tenn5 and condniol\$ o.nd 011 such safeguard'! 
as may be presctibed, for the purpose orcollecting the stariSli<$ dire:tcd by it. 

'"The3poron~G\1\'C'mmc tm.lydt!eg_,·rc· 1n) S!31' ."!'$Qt1":ter urtthir.l..1c!it 
tt• pow« :farJ'O.-.., •;•nc•cs or pc:r...as worlll:z • ,..;;JJ lfC'<In:. cmpb~ co 
COOlra.:: ~a>is IIIIY~~yor C'C!IIl;>anYCtora::mstt.:U~ar :W.."Cia:li:a o( P= coe(.-r:...J 
:m 11 by scb-sut>CM (~I .,J (JJ ,.,t~•n ttc :gmenpl,.<:>l :::tt 1<:. ..~.<~ "'"" ~ 
o:!':l!cr is apF<JintW 

(S) The appropriille Government may, by order opecif\rthc fom1,th< paniculat'S rtqutrcd 
or tile in:crval witllan which, 3Jld the Jtattstic3 officer to whom, the 51alistlcal information by 
me mfonnor.ts .hall be furnished. 

(6)The.,..,... ;:ria:tGc-="'">· ~ O!dcT"""'i;..-.J "'...Offi<- G.l=:,delq;>l< 
ll> o.1y suwna olfacer, lU II thml<s fit. &II) powu cnnfmcd •nda ~.on (S) (,•r Ill< 
pt:z))Ok o! ~~ e< :.eucn of•Uiist.c> ll!1dcr ad..c..r•on IS$Il<d ~ it!O.Odc S«rior J 

S. The statl3tics officer moy, for tho purpose <>fcollection orsuzi.slics on wty •peciticd J•u....,ct of 
1UII.tlh:Ssubject in MY geographical untt fur \\hlch the said officer "a> appoinlcd­
ofli..::: 11:1 c~ll 

{a) tcr.-e oc cause to be s.erved on any tnforw.:t.nt a nc;ticc i:t \\oritine askina bim !or 
~a\10:1a ~ish tte i.nf~ma:~..>D spec.~ed -...nder Jub-srct)oo \JJ nf lot("t)~ .4 o:r a... sc a 


l<lfoamatioo ~u!e ID be gi'>Cil :o any in!wma.-:: for !he p:::l'OfC cf.u beUl4 lil'cd 

_.,. or 


(b) cause all q•e<tions rcbtin& to the tubj.ct to be 05k:d &om ar.~ infomnn~ 


or 


(<) ,.ek infor.r.&lioo th'OIJ~h tete fa>. or :el<p!K'oc or e-m&~ or an u.y oth<t 

elecuooic modeor'" • combiolroon ofdilfettnt :nodes !0<dl!f<m~~ seu or!Oform.otioo 

IO~eJ. 


6. T1!e inf-. wbc Ote 3>1ed to 1\:rnis~ ..'1) mf't·:n;os,.., Wll!er tt~ P"" ishM or c. 7 or 
9. tniiUbth1s t\cl sh:all be bound to ft1m1sb tt.e tntbi'TI\3.tion w d)~cd in lh<e ;:::e:smb-td ma.*!:ttr to tht" 

best <Ifknowledge or bdicf: and in cases where only a purtion ofa pmloular dctss or sroup 
of p<rsons or units is ;uked to fumi.>h infomutton beca"<e of any •=piing p<ocedure. •t 
;lull ""' bca defence in fallure on the PM~.ofan} infonnant :o fllmish thJt L~fonnation. ifso 
3.heoi. 

7. E~ ocm<}· s1!.aJJ rcrc!cr 1UCb hc:p i!11d assisr,.,,-,. >nd f.rMb ....b clan:ut:oo 
to the s:atistic:s officer or a pctSOn ot L, ~en.:y ~uL-...oriscd b~ ~ in l\Tlll:tg. as be ma} 
require for !he discharge or his fim<:tion>, and shail n•Bk• .-'ai~lc for inspection and 
exammation ofsuch records, plans.and other documentS, as m•y be neetUIII)'. 



- ---------
THE GAZf':TTE Or 'ND!A BXTRAORDf<'iARY......... .__....____.._..,....,..,.,.._.._ 


Right \Ji' \l(':t:.::~s 8. ThtJ. statistics oftkcr or any persClrt authorised by him ir\ i.n:cing in this. behalf ~hall. 
w r~~ocd~ 1'; f:>r <:he purposes of coHection of any statistics und!!l' 1his Act, have acc~ss :o any n.:!C'IClf!l 
d<:<::Jr.",Ci\($ l'eco:'d or document in the possession of any i_nfom1ao~ required to f.Jrnish any infonnat.on 

under lhis Act, and may enter at any reasonab1c time any prctnisc:s when: he believes such 
record or document is kept and rnay inspect or take copies ofrelevant iecords or document.' 
<)r ask any question oece.'isarf far obmining any inforn;m.tion required tO be furnished under 
thi~ 1\Ct 

CHAPTERill 

D tSCtOS\;'ltF. 0!: l~fQRMA'!iOS IN Celt!AIN O .S6.) 

.\!\0 RSSl'RiCTtO~S OF THER liSE 

S..!CUtity \)( 9. (1) Any· informalion furnished to the statislics cffic~r or to any person or agcnci!!s 
i :.tormat io~ . authorised under th.,s .~ct shall only be used for statistical purp<>s.s. 

(2) No person other thar~ a person cngage.d in the work ofcolle-ction Of<itatislics under 
thi~ Act or prepara:i(m ofsmtistjcs resulunt to such co!lecdon shall be pemlir::ed to see any 
informacion schedule or any answer to a question asked, except for the. purposes 

· ofa prosecution under this Act. 

(3) No informat.ion contajned in any informalion schedule and no answer to an)' 
question asked shall, except for the purpo"'s of.a prosecution under !his Act, be separately 
published, or discl.osed without suppressing the idcntification.of informants to auy agency. 

(4) All statistical information published by 31lY agency shall 11<' arranged in such a 
manner so as to pr~vent any parliculars becoming identifiable by any person ~other than the 
informallt by whom those particulars wece supplied) as d1e partic~lars relating"' the infom1ant 
who supplied it, evon through the pmcess ofelimination.. unle-ss­

(a) that infonnant has consente.d to their public:nion in that manner~ oc 

(b) their publication in that manner could not rea":,onably have been fotl!seen by 
the concerned agency or any employee thereof. 

{5) For the purposes ofsub~scc·tion (4), the Central Governrnent may makt such rules. 
or make s~h arrangement, as ii may <:onsider necessary. 

A;.propri::t:: 10. Notwithstanding the provisions contained in section 9 of this Act, the appropriate 
Gov..:rom~:nl Oovemment ma)' disclose the fo tlowillg information•. namel}': ­
authorise-d to 

di)C!()Se 
 {a) iofonnation supplied by informant in respectofwhich disclosun:: is ccnsen!ed 
ccr1ain to in writing by the b1focrnant or by cu1}' pe~on authorised by the said informant;io.fo:m:uion. 

(b) information otherwise available to the public under any Act or as a public 
document~ · 

(c) intbrrnation in the ibcm of an index or list of the names J.nd addresses of 
informants together with lhe classifica~ion, ifany, allotted t\l them aod the number of 
persons engaged. 

Oisdosurc Q( 11. (!) Notwiltstanding the provisions contau:ed in section 9oi this Act, ~~e appropriate 
iaformalitn'l Government may disclose individual returns or fom1ats or information schedules to other 
S>.:heduks foe 

age-ncy or person or institutions or univecsitics solely for bona fide research or statistical 
bu~W jltJ'e 
rese3re~. o~ purposes pursuant fl) their R.mctions and duties. 
stalistie.al 
j)l.ll()OSC$. (2) No individual mum or information schedule shall 11<' disclosed pursuant to this 

section unless ­

(a) the name and addre"' of the infonnant by whom the schedule or related 
infonnation \vas .supplied is deleted; 



)pr ,, 

(b) c\oct') agency or pe:-son or :nsu'"tlc:t.S or Ur:1vctstl.;es tr.\'ohe.: 111 tl'!~ 
'!sca.-ci\ "'... l.lt.~:~l pro. e ~: 't'l.il.lce:s a itt~ra:-nn to .•.; : ··.e S~;tedu!t5 d M: c:5ed lC 

roem ooly for bona }ide resoa.""Ch or srotl>11col porposes: and 

{c) the appropnate ()o\'cr.>mcnt, maklOg such disclosure 1S sa111fierl that 
the security of tlte schedules and any Information contained therdn shall not be 
.,.,~-..~ 

(J) :be p<>b!i11'.«l r=!:s or ....., ='o. JUtlti:&! pr~ject s<oai.IlClll ,\11~• aft!' 
m<:re mform.::icc l!l&n whaz the a.."<ll<J' 1"'-'101~ l<>r to!A"t""' of s:atisu;s could poc!Uh 
lll"de·lb:• Aa 

(4) Every a seney or person or institUtions or uni"·ersttie, t\l whorn any lndlvidu:d 
re:um or informa<ion scl\edu!e is disclosed uodcr this secuon shall comply w:th d1recuon, 
yiven by the agency authorised fur col h:<:tion urstatistics rnakiltg the disclosure relnting 
to the ~bedul« ~nd any intormation wntaincd ~herein. 

11. N<>Nrll'•uod~ III!"J:"'& OCJIIUil'eJ u se<tinn 9 cfth" A>:t. the •I'P"l!'rU!< 
Ge'm:m<r.t rr.>y rtlease <ilQ ~e>e=<;>lS re~.g ·o ~ s.:lic<lules, ..~ic.l "' ca 
pi:li. ltm: ana;:,c:d hinoricol :mpotW>Oe. 

13. The .ratur~esofikeror any ptnon or e&en<'Y author~ for co:Jcction of>~alistlt1 
shall. "'Me cOIJ)'tng or record~n~ .my stillistit~llllfe<rr.ation collected punuant to :lies \a 
frorn mdividual returns, information schedules, work5heets or any other confidential source 
by mCdM of earc!J, t~. dis¢s, Alm or any Olhcr method, "hethcr using encoded or plain 
langua&c. symbois for processins, s1orage or rcproduc.Ucn of putieulars, mice c.nd cause :o 
take sucll steps b .,;c necessary to e!'ln~.te t!lJ.t the ~C'.tril)r '!)f0Yisio;u or 1\! Ac: •rc 
r:o:npl .ed ..,lb. 

14. S••e :u ~,.., p«>vi<Secl llC<!o' 1t:ls A::t. ­

(a) no ~1formJli.>oo!uiaed p.::-ruor.t r.> ~hasAa .md.., co;:oflf:c inf=~r«: 
1n the pOSJCS!Ion of any ~nfonnant sh•ll be disclosed or used as e\idence in any 
proceedings w~auoever, and 

(b) oo person who has access 10 any infonnation because of his official 
position 10 tbc eoUection of any stzn\UCS st-.all be' corn~lleif in.&!\)' proceeL;n&.s 
"na13()CVa"to &•veoroI~~many regarding lite rnformo11on or 10 produ::c any scb:4ule. 
~en.::. r recor: "';•ft R:Spl:c:t m 'T) ·:Jo!'!:nt ~ a.i:::ed "' the CO'.:..u - ~ 

a.l:ruru.stet\111 tins Aa, 

CHAPTI;RIV 

IS. (I) Whoever, fails to produc: "">' bocks of accounts. vouchers, documents or 
ochot ~ records or "'toe'u :.cg.lcc.s or rtf..sos 10 fii. "' a:..i S'.pply !!le p&ltit• .n 
reqwted :n any bf~mnar.;on sc.'lcdutr or ren.rm ~vm or .S!:t.:.lo h.un or \\'floe\o--cr ntglecu cc 
r:-. m ..,...., "1111 qzs:Joo Gr iDc:wy ~ ID hi:r u MO) l:e =>.i:'N III!Gc: cr ftr 
the purposes ofany provi.siOCI ofthosAct and 1lle n:ln mad< thc:n:.ndcr. shall be puni5h.lble 
wr:b a ftr.~ ,..,;.:h maye:aer.d <oo•e tbo...and ru;leesor. in lt.c uaeofacom~.whh • f""' 
which may ..:xtend to five thou$:Lnd rupee.s. 

(2) The eonvlc'tion of a ptrs.on or company for &:l oflC:ncc shall not relievehim or at of 
the obligations under sub-section(/) lllld ifaP.er tho exp[ry offoumen days from tl1e date of 
:on,oaio:>, boor rUtdl fails to &i•c :he:oqcircd port:O.I!rsor COnhnxs to re&!cct C!< relines 
to f1ll "'and supply the patticulan or 10 answrr the question or :oqull)', lh<n n< or 11 sball be 
~""'"'*'" .,.;:;.. f.art!:.or f= ..1: tll ;oayc:r.cod tooet~':o....S r.;;= or ., ...;.e c:aso ~r£ 

Olset:nrc o! •• 
tut::-a;.at 
t~a 

\.(.:..-1C) or 
ra.;ot.:eJ 

UI(Ornti.CJn 

a.ci:r:.-~~ 
C'll «K Q~ 

~(ot:t&IA• 

Ptrtall~ (or 

~'«1 Ot 


•<W. 
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Pt3.U:"J Cor 
:uttc& C.hc 
slttcme11 

l>ualty rol 
•nut•l:auon or 
>ll:facun~;l\t or 
iofonnatil)n 
':htd\IIC, 

Pmlly fo< 

company, whh a fint! wh.ith may extend to five thou.sano rupees. fo~ eac!l day a!h:r the fint 
durtng wtttch me fitHure ::ontioues. 

16. Whoever. wilfully ma..lc:es any false ct misleading :stai:m<nt or matcriai omiss~on in 
a.1y informaa!on schedule or return tiUed tn or supp!i:d, or in answer to any que.stioo as.kcd 
to hun under this Aa or the rule.! made !hueunder, shall be pun1sbable with simple 
imprisonment for a term which may eXt.Cnd :o six months or "ith a fir.e wt.i::.h Jt.aye.xtend to 

ont thousand rupees Dr, in the case of a company, with a fine which may extend to !i\'C 
thousand rupee< or with bot'>. 

11. \Vhocver, deStrO}'S, defaces. removes. or mutilates a11y informationschedule, fom1. 
or other document containing particulars colh:cted unda L.-.is Act or requesting any such 
paruculOlrS, shall be punishablewith simple:: imprisonment for a tenn which mayextend to six. 
ml)nths or with a fine whichmay extend to two thousand rupees Of. in the case of a company 
wirh a fine which may extend to ten thOU$And rupees or with both. 

18. Whoever. interferes with. hindcn. or obstructs any empioyee in the exercise of 
obmucdon or · any power or duty conferred by thisAc~ sh.1ll be punishable with simple iroprisonmcnt for 3 
c:Mpio>ccs ·· 

Pcully foe 
other 
Off(Mt.S 

Penalty fof 
r.ilute loJ O.:lrT)' 
ou~ dutig ~nd 
ru.nctlons b)' 
tmploycu 

Penalty for 
lmpersortDII!Jn 
of employe:~ 

Gcn.~ttl 

pccalty 

tertn which may extend to six months or with a(inc which may extend !o twothousand ru~ee3 
or, in the case ofa company witt a line which may extend to ten thousand rupees or with 
~. . 

19. Whoevcr­

(a) acts in contravemio.• ofor fails to comply with anypro,isicn of 1hi$.A<t or 
any requirement imposed under this Act; or 

(b) wilfully deceives or anempts to dcccivo anystati!licsofficer ~r any agency 
or any employee'thereof. · 

shall be punishable wi<h simple imprisonment for • term which may extend to six months or 
with a line which mayextendto two thousand ropees or, in the case of a company, with afine 
which 1nay extend to ten lhous;.nd rupC<:$ or with borh. 

20. ff any person employed in 01e execution of any duty or fur.ctions under this 
Act,­

(a) omits without lawful excuse to carry oot his duty, or k.oov.ingly mokes any 
false declaration, statement or retum; or 

(b) pretends performance ofhis duties or obtains or seeks to obtain information 
whi<:h he i$ not authorised to obtain; or 

(c) fails to keep inviolate !I>~ secre:yofthe infor:nation g~~theredorent..W in 
the information schedules eolleetod pursuant to this Aet and, except as permitted 
under this Act. divulges the contents of any schedule filled in or any iofurmation 
furnished by any informant under this Act, 

shall be punishable with simple imprisonment for a tcnn which may extend to six months or 
with a fine which may extend to two 1hous11J1d rupees or, inthecaseofa company, wilh a line 
which may extend to ten ll>ousaod rupees or with both. 

21. Whoever, not being authorised to collect smcistics under the provisions of t.his 
Act, by words, conduct or demea1\0r pretends that he is authorised to do so, shall be 
punishable with. simple imprisonment for a tcnn which may extend to six months cr with a fine 
which may extend to two thou$and rupee$ or, in the case ofncompany, with afine which may 
extend to ten thousand cupees or witll botb. 

22. Whoever, corranitS an offence under this Act for whicb no penalty is prescribed 
elsewhere than in this section, sllall be punishable with simple imp:i!OMient for a tcnn which 
may extend to six months or with a ftnt wbtch may t'XItnd tonvo L~us8.:1d rupees Ot'. mthe 
case of a company. with a fine ,.t,ich may extend to ten thousand rupees or with beth. 
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23. (/) V..'here a."'. ofiCnce under tilts Act has be~n commftted 1Jy a company. e~y·ery 
person who at lhe time the offe!lc.e was committed was in thargc af, am! was responsible £0, 

the ~mpany for the conduct of the business of the company. a:; well as ttte compaay, sna!i 
be deemed to be guilty of the offence aod sha:l be liable to be proceeded against and 
pcr.ished accordingly: 

Provided that nothing contained i.~ this sub-section soall render any such pecson 
liable to any punishment provided in this Act, ifhe proves that tho offence was committed 
without his knowledge or that he had exercised all due diligence to prevent the commission 
of st:ch offtoee. 

{2) Notwithstanding any;iling conta1ned in sub-section (1). v1here an offence under 
this Ac{ has been committed by a company and it is proved that tbe offence has been 
ccrnmit't.ed with tlle consent cr connivance of) cr is attributable to, any neglect on the part 
ofany director, manager, secretary or other officer ofthe company. such director) manager, 
seeretary, or other officer shall also be deeun:d to be guii<y of tbe offence and shatl be 
liable to be proceeded against and punished accordingly: 

&planarion.--For the purpose of this se<tion­

(a) '·company" means any body corporate and includes a firm or other 
association of individualsi 3.nd 

(b) .(Director", in relation to a firm. means a partner jn the fimt 

24. No court shall take cognizance oi anY offence under this Act except on a 
cor::plaim made by the appropriate Government or an officer authorised in this behalf by 
suth 3F·propriat.e Government or, as the case may be1 the statistics officer, and no caun 
inferior to that Of a Metropolitan Magistrate or a Judicial Magistrab: of the first dass 
shall try any offence punishable -under this Act 

25. No prosecution for an offence committed by any informant shall be insrtnneo 
except by or with the sanction of the sta!istics officer. and no prosecution for an offe:1ce 
committed by persons other than informants shall be inst:tuted except by or with the consent 
of the appropriate Government~ 

2 ;,( l97.. 26. Notwithstanding anything contain«! in the Code ofCriminal Procedure, 1973, 
all offences under this Act shall be tried in a summary way by a Judiciai Magistcatc of the 
fi rst class or by a Metropolitan Magistrate and the provisions ofsections 262 co 26> (both 
inclusive) oithe said Code shall, as far as m•y be, apply to such trial: 

Provided that w-hen in the course of, a summary trial under this section it appears to 
the Magisuate that the nature of the c-ase is such that it is, for any reason, undesirab~e to t!'y 

the case summarily, the M2gistrate shall after hearing the parties, record an order to that 
effect and thereafter recall any \\itncss who may have been examined and pl\lcted ta hear 
or rehear the case· in the man.n.er pco-.·ided by the said Code. 

CHAPT!;R. V 

POWER IS REs.F'-Cr Ot COR£ STATJSTICS 

2.7. Without prejudice to tlle prc1oisions contained in this Act, tlte Centra! Governrr.ent 
may, by notification In the Official Gau:ae, dec!~ from time to time any subject fur the 
co llection of statistics of national importance as ¢core stac istics) a:~d make such 
anangement, as it may consider necessary, for regu1atbg the collection and djsseminaticr. 
of s;.atisrics on the subject so declared. 

CHAPTER VI 
l'vl.iSCE:..:....~"EOCS 

28. The Cen~·al Government may give directions to any State Government or Union 
territory Administration or to any local government that is to say Panchayats or 
Municipalities~ as to the carrying lnto execution of this Act in the State or Union terrifory 
or Pan-chayatS or Mw1iCipa!itics, as the case may be. 

19. Any statistics officer and any pm on authorised for the collection of statistics 
or preparation ofofficial statistics under the provisions of this Act shall be deemed to be 

4S of i.S6o. a pubiic servant within the meaning ofsection2l of the Indian Penal Code, 1860. 
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30. l\oovil C4Utt W!l have jutiseiction to entcnain "Y'"'""p<oce«J!ng"' mp<el 
cf any iT'..atter wtncb the appropriate Govezune«t or !he Stallsties ofrker or the agettcy :S 
empowered by or under this Ac1 tv dO'.ertr.ine. and no injunC110n shall be grantee by •ny 
courr or other authority ~n :-espect of any action take-n or to be t:sken ;n pursu.ani:e of any 
power confe!Ted by or under this Act 

Pf•UtCU:)tl of 3 t. No suit or other ~egaI proceeding.s shalt lie ag.tin~ the appropnate Goverontcr.t 
fCI,OII (llkt.n or a2,ency or w1y sroristks otlicer or other officers or employees in res~e~~ of anylhinJ!
i.l t't.h\d faith 

which is in good faith done or intended to he done.in pucsuance of lhls A<:t or the rules or 
dire;; t i~Jns issued thereunder. · 

o~eml!i!ll 32. The provisions of this Act shall have eff•ct notw1rtlstonding an)tbing in:o•.s•.!lcnt 
e!'rec1 therewith contained in any other law fer the lime bc:Og in force exce?t in relation to lhe 

C4Gduct ofhuman population census as perth< direct1ons. if any, issued under the Cerum 
Act, 1948. J? c; l'ill 

Po""'c:r 111 33. (/)'I he Central Government may. by notification in the Official Gazeue. mal« 
m11\e ru!u rule~ for carrying out the: prO\'lsions of this Act 

(1) In particular, and wilhout prej udice to the generality oftl1e foregoing power. the 
Central Government may 1\loke rules under this sectkln for all or any of the fo11owing 
m~tters, namely: 

(a) principles for coordinating as ciTcctivcly as possible t<> achieve the 
objecth•es of .seetion 3 including nomination and registtation of S{:ltistics officers 
bythe Central Govcmmc.J and also to a•'trid UMCces.sary duptication in theC4IIection 
o:~ Sta[i$liCS. 

(b) the terms, conditions and saf<j,<Wirds under which tr.y penon or agency o< 
company or organisa~ion o' association may be engaged by the appropriate 
Govcrnmenl for the purpose of colle-ction of 1taListics under sub-section (J) of 
section 4; 

(<:) principles for pt·escribing lhc form and manner in which the information 
may be required to be furnished; 

(d) princip los for prescribing the manner in which the right of access to 
Cocumcnts and tht right of ent:y C<mfcrrcd by section 8 may be exercised; and 

(e) any other mazter which is 10 be or may be prescribed u.'lder this Atl. 

(J) Evtry rule made by the Ceottal Government under 1his Act s~.al1 be laid, as soon 
as may be after it is made, before each House of Plllliament, while it is in session. for a 
total period of thirty days which may be comprised in one session or in two or more 
successive sessions. and if, before me expiry of the ses.sion immediately following the 
ses~ion orthc successive sessions aforesaid, both Rouses agree in making any modification 
in the rule or both Hou<cs agr«l that the <Uic should not be made, the rule shall thertaOcr 
htwe effecl only in such moditicd form or beofno etfect. as the case may be: so, howe\>·cr, 
that any such modification or annulment wail be without pr<judic<: to the validityof anything 
previously dono under tluu rule. 

Rcp..t ud 34. (I) The Collection of Statistic! Act, 1953 i.l horeb~ rc;x:aled. H '' tm 

(Z) NotwithSianding such n:~ ar.)1.'ling dor.e or any action taken under the saKI 
Aot s.'>all be decmcd 10 hove been done or taken ,;nder the com:spo•dir.g prov:Sions o~ 
this !\tl. 

(3} All rules m•de under the said Act sholl continu~ to be in force and operate till 
n(:w rules <!rc made und~r thi.~ Act. 

T. K. VlSWA:-fATIIA:-1. 
Secy. ro the Gort. ql !ndia. 
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